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SHORT ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


Duty laid upon PAPE R Imported , 
Before the late W an with FRANCE. 


LIKEWISE, 
What Duties are now Paid for the ſame ; and alſo, What muſt be 
Paid upon all Ordinary Paper Imported, if the Bill now de- 
pending Pals. 


Humbly Offer'd to the Conſideration of the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral Aſſerabled in Parliament. 


|. Y the Subſidy of Tunnage and Poundage before the War,the Duty upon all 

B Papers Imported, being laid five per Cent. did not then amount to two Pence 

three Farthings per Ream : Which did in the whole produce about five 
thouſand Pounds per Annum, 

IL. The Duties that are now paid for Paper Imported from Holland, Genoa, Cc. 
being three Fives per Cent. amounts to abouc eight Pence per Ream; and upon 
Paper Imported from France, ewo Shillings and eight Pence per Ream, which is ſix- 
ty Pound per Cent. Yet upon Experience ofthe two laſt years, the ſaid Duties with 
the late five and twenty per Cent. did not produce clear above five thouſand eight hun- 
dred Pounds, alchough it be eight times more than before the War : So that the 
higher the Duty the leſs it produceth , the Subſidue of Tunnage and Poundage being ſunk four 

arts in five by the extraordinary Impoſition. 

II. Should the intended further Duty of thirty per Cent. be laid ; the Duties would 
then be as follows. Paper Imported from Holland, Genoa, &c. will pay two Shillings per 
Ream, which is forty five Pounds per Cent, Paper Imported from France muſt pay four 
Shillings per Ream, which ts ninety Pound per Cent. Which will bz a vaſt diſcourage* 
ment to the Importer, and will ſo fink the Revenue, that ic will produce very lit- 
tle, when the Sallaries of Commiſſioners and other Officers are deducted : And as 
the two laſt years Expzricnce thews will in efte& amount to an abſolute Prohibicion 
of common Writing and Printing Papers, which before the War were fold in England 
for about four Shillings per Ream, and now the ſame Commodities will Rand the 
Importer in eight Shillings per Ream ar leaſt. 


— 


Beſides which it is bumbly offer d to your Lordſhips Conſ#deration, 

Thar the further Duty of ewenty Pound per Cent. laid in the ſaid Bill upoa all 
Printed Books to be Imported, will be a very great hindrance to Learnin 

And the dearneſs of Paper occaſioned by the high Duties thereon will diſcourage 
the Manufacture of Printing in England, and Ruin great Numbers of Families of 
Printers and Bookbinders, that depend upon the fame for their Subſiſtence; and 
have no other way of living. 

Beſides, the King will pay a great part ofthis Duty by the Paper uſed in his Maje- 
ties Several Offices. 


